
Welcome to the Chrysler 300M Enthusiasts Club  
14th Carlisle Meet!  

Our countdown is nearing an end and the Chrysler 300M Enthusiasts Club will soon be 
convening on the fairgrounds of Carlisle, PA. This year is shaping up to be another great one – 
37 cars registered with our group, continuing traditions like club shirts, and excitement that will 
certainly lead to parking lot shenanigans. I hope you all have been as busy and stressed out 
about your rides as I have been mine.  At Carlisle, when we’re all together, I look forward to 
letting it all melt away and enjoying the company of my second family! 

For those that can’t join us this year, you will be missed. Updates and pictures will be posted on 
the forum and our different social media accounts throughout the weekend so keep an eye out for 
what we’re up to. And remember, it’s never too early to plan for next year.  I promise you will 
enjoy yourself and want to come back year after year. 

Like last year, we will be raffling off the Carlisle Welcome sign. This year’s sign will highlight 
many club cars so be sure to keep an eye out for yours to be showcased! All proceeds go back to 
the club to help cover the cost of the sign. Keep an eye out for the auction thread towards the 
middle of July. 

I hope that you are continuing to enjoy the new website! I wanted to share with you some exciting 
back-end happenings. By tracking visits, we can see how new visitors are finding our website, 
what was searched, and where they went on our site. This will hopefully help in converting these 
new visitors to new members. Our analytics continue to be strong for the site and people are 
finding us more than ever! 

After we recover from the Carlisle meet, we will regroup through the end of the summer for 
updates to our existing forum. New ideas include new section pictures and updates throughout 
the look of the forum. Time to bring our forum to date so it matches the website! 
 

I know you’re all out there tinkering on your rides whether it’s regular maintenance, 
customization, or detailing. While you’re working, be sure to write up a brief how-to, and don’t 
forget the pictures or video to support what you are trying to teach the other members of the club. 
Don’t feel like you can write it out very clear? Send what you have to 
secretary@300mclub.org for review and together you can create a resource for the club. 
Anything you can contribute to the knowledgebase will be sure to help other members and might 
just be the one resource a non-member is looking for that will bring them in as part of our 300M 
family. 

If you’ve been finding yourself continuing to return to the club page and 
aren’t a member yet, please consider joining us! It’s easy, inexpensive, 
and opens up some great resources and benefits to you.  
Visit www.300mclug.org for more info. 

 

Respectfully, 

Keith Jarvis 

Club President 
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Why should you join the Chrysler 300M 
Enthusiasts Club? OK, fair question! If 
you’re going to send us some of your 
hard earned bucks, you should get 
something in return! We agree, and that’s 
at the core of everything that has brought 
us to where we are now, and where we 
plan to go in the future. Here’s what you 
get for benefits when you join: 

CAMARADERIE 

The Chrysler 300M Enthusiasts Club is 
the only club of its kind devoted 
exclusively to the owners and potential 
owners of the Chrysler 300Ms and other 
LH Platform vehicles. Sure, there ARE 
other Internet forums and Internet owners 
clubs dedicated to 300M owners, but we 
ARE and will continue to be more than 
just an Internet forum. We maintain a 
strict code of family friendly decorum, so 
ladies and children may feel free to join in 
(and they do) with the assurance that 
they will be treated with courtesy and 
respect. 

INFORMATION 

Our web site contains links to many 
important information sources, from parts 
and accessories retailers to many 
different how-to documents. Many of our 
members have modified their cars, both 
to enhance performance and to 
personalize them to their own taste. You 
will have immediate access to detailed 
information on doing any of these 
modifications to your 300M. 

ACCESS TO THE EXCLUSIVE 
MEMBERS ONLY SECTION OF THE 

FORUM 

Which includes a forum to post pictures of 
your car and also a Knowledgebase 
Forum which has many step by step 
detailed repair procedures–many with 
descriptive pictures to help you complete 
your own repairs and save money. 

MAINTENANCE & REPAIR TIPS 

It is not easy maintaining a vehicle that 
ended production in 2004. On our forum 
our members have amassed a treasure 
trove of knowledge, good and accurate 

repair and maintenance practices to keep 
your “M” alive and well. Many step by 
step “How To” topics with pictures to help 
guide even the novice thru DIY tasks. Our 
knowledgebase is extensive and offers 
access to experts in maintenance, 
modification and everything in between. 

MEETS & EVENTS 

We hold a number of regional and 
national meets each year where 
members can meet, socialize, and 
celebrate together. Some of these meets 
feature awards that highlight the fine work 
that our members have put into their cars 
and every paying member in attendance 
is eligible for such recognition. Other 
events are exclusive to maintenance and 
working on your cars. All gatherings 
include meeting other enthusiasts, 
swapping stories, and gaining friends! 

CLUB LOGO MERCHANDISE 

We have exclusive club logo 
merchandise (hats, apparel, drink ware, 
phone case, etc.) available for purchase 
by club members only through a 
partnership with CafePress. Choose from 
a wide away of options to show your club 
pride. 

RIDE OF THE MONTH (ROM) 

The Ride of the Month contest is open to 
any paying member of the club and aims 
at showcasing some of the finest cars in 
the club. Each month four members’ cars 
are posted in a poll allowing other 
members to cast their vote for their 
favorite. At the end of the voting period 
the winner is announced and they get to 
be featured in the club calendar for the 
following year. At the end of the year all 
twelve winners are entered into the Ride 
of the Year (ROY) contest and the winner 
is featured on the calendar cover and 
receives a special club award. See our 
current Ride of the Month winner on 
the homepage. 

FREE ONLINE PHOTO STORAGE 

Each paying member of the club is given 
their own online folder to store pictures of 
their car. The club uses Fotki for photo 
storage and the members can upload 
their own photos whenever they want. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Social media is always at your fingertips 
and the club has a presence on all the 
major platforms. Quick updates on meets, 
cars, and other club news are posted and 
easily accessible to all followers on the 
go. 

FREE CLASSIFIED ADS 

Each paying member of the club can post 
items for sale in the Buy Sell Trade 
section of our forum. There is no better 
place to sell a part for a 300M or other LH 
vehicle than on a site that is dedicated to 
this LH platform. We offer this incentive to 
paying members only for the security of 
the people who purchase the parts. 

CHARITY 

The club is a non-profit but also supports 
charitable organizations through the 
implementation of a donation matching 
program. As a member you are able to 
suggest what charities the donations 
should be made to. 

A membership to the club costs $14.95 for one year and you receive all of the 
benefits above.  Renewal costs only $9.95 per year after that. 

For an online application to join the 300M Enthusiasts Club, go to: 

join.300mclub.org 

Membership Has Its Privileges!!! 



This article has been edited slightly.  To see the  
complete original article (with pictures and  

discussion from other members) as well as every other  
article in the Knowledgebase go to: 

 
KB.300mclub.org 

FEATURED HOW TO 
Changing Trunk Struts  

 

Replacing the trunk struts after so many miles is pretty common these days especially if one has a 
rear spoiler installed on the trunk.  (NOTE:  This procedure is basically the same for the hood as well.) 
 
You can find the trunk supports you need at any auto parts store, including Advance Auto Parts, 
where you can use their coupon codes for savings. 
 
Tools needed:  1-small flat tipped screwdriver  
Estimated time needed:  10-15 minutes 
Difficulty: Easy  
 
1.  Take the small flat tipped screwdriver and pry off the black plastic cap that covers the trunk support 
at the top.  See the first image below for how it will look after. 
2.  Repeat the same process for the bottom part of the trunk support. 
3.  Pull off the top part of the trunk support.  
4.  Pull off the bottom part of the trunk support.  Leave the other side untouched.  (You might need to 
support the trunk during this process if your struts are really weak.) 
5.  Pop the new trunk support in at the top. You'll probably have to twist the bottom part of the trunk 
support to make it line up with the molded ball on the bottom.  (See second image below.) 
6.  Repeat on the other side. 
 
That’s it!  You'll definitely notice a difference when the trunk is opened. My trunk supports were okay 
until I put the rear spoiler on. But WOW those new trunk supports made such a difference. 



As usual,  there are lots of tales to tell of good 
food, fun, and friends! 
 
It was all off to a pretty poopie start for Bob Day 
(FIREM). Literally!! As we pulled into the 
convention center on Thursday afternoon to pick 
up our packets from our rearview mirror we saw 
FIREM covered, yes, COVERED in bird poop!!!! 
He took the load off a bird or seven on the main 
bridge into OC! Even if Lindsey's inability to work 
the camera failed to capture the mess, we saw it 
with our own eyes!! Needless to say, the late 
afternoon found someone at a carwash. The 
Goofy couple, Dave and Cindy, joined us for a 
relaxing lunch at the Ocean City Brewing 
Company and our first helping of Dumser's ice 
cream! Early to bed for the ladies while the men 
puttered with the cars and cleaned up for the 
parade in the morning. The minds behind the 
club (Keith, Bob, and Hank) ended their evening 
sitting curbside watching cars cruise by. Matt 
and his dad, Charls, arrived just as the day 
turned to Friday! 
 
Friday morning found the group gathering to be 
in line for the parade down the boardwalk. More 
than 600 cars drive along the planks ocean side! 
This year had more breakdowns, overheating, 
and viewers than we've ever seen. 

The weather was perfect and the Ms looked 
great rolling down the boardwalk. 
 
Robert and Nick joined the crew in the quickly 
filling inlet and we had breakfast at our usual 
spot. I greeted Sean and his friend with a weird 
look as I didn't recognize it was him (sorry again 
about that, you took me by surprise!). Once up to 
speed, it was great to have them join the fun and 
casual hangout at the show. The weather was 
perfect until late afternoon when the rain cleared 
out the inlet but not before Thrashers fries were 
had! Bob was wrenching on everyone's engines 
with a fuel and transmission reset - we're all 
raving about the gas mileage increase, it's great! 
Friday brought Robert and Alice to the group and 
a wonderful dinner at the Captain's Galley. I'm 
pretty sure we all over ate and of course, off to 
ice cream at Dumser's AGAIN for dessert! Friday 
late night brought fun parking lot shenanigans - a 
small group but many laughs! 
 
The rain was not enough to keep us away on 
Saturday as Keith and Bob headed to the inlet to 
get the club a god parking spot in the lot and 
Robert, Nick, Robert, and Alice hopped in line for 
the parade. Darlene and Lindsey waited along 
the boardwalk to get their pictures and hopped in 
for a quick ride in the parade. Because this 
group thrives on tradition, of course, we returned 

Ocean City Meet 2014 Wrapup 

Originally Posted To The Forum By:  Lindsey Jarvis (Lindsey) 



to our favorite little cafe for breakfast! The inlet 
was a bit less attended as the rain accompanied 
us on and off all day. It was pretty cool but many 
of us had our amazing club jackets to keep us 
warm and looking like a cool club!! The 
afternoon found some of the group back at the 
convention center to see some amazing rides 
before gathering for our club dinner. It was a bit 
of a flop since the restaurant was closed, yes, 
closed!! As was much of the boardwalk that 
evening with the cold and rain. I really screwed 
this one up but Alice's idea of going to Dough 
Roller turned out just fine and as always the 
group had a great time. A quick birthday song to 
Dave and Darlene both 
with upcoming big 
birthdays - six zero big!!! 
Serious Keith announced 
our awards. 
 
Congratulations to Cindy 
and Matt with a tie for 
Member's Choice, Bob for 
Best Engine Bay, and 
Keith for Best in Show! 
Believe it or not but we 
didn't make it to ice cream 
Saturday night (our 
stomachs thanked us) 
and headed straight to the 
parking lot to hang with 
Nick's parents and our 
late night crew! What a 

great bunch of people!! As 
the hours and laughs 
t icked by,  Sunday 
approached and we 
figured it time to hit the 
pillow but not before 
many, many, many, 
"drunky drunk phone 
calls". 
 
Sunday morning is always 
a bit more low key to allow 
time to pack up and head 
out. We gathered at the 
inlet for a beautifully sunny 
day! A walk of the 
boardwalk to breakfast at 
the Dough Roller was a 
nice change. Yes, you 
heard me right, we 

changed up something we ate!! I think the bacon 
pancakes had many at bacon! The awards were 
surprising as a number of late model cars 
actually won! As the group began to depart the 
lot became more bare. The 'until next time' is the 
worst part!! 
 
The short of it is that we hung out, we showed 
cars, and we got drunk! As always it was a blast 
and we missed those who didn't join us! We 
hope that new faces will join us again for this 
meet next year - I'm pretty sure we've hooked 
those Canadians on yet another great meet! 



1.  Where are you originally from and 
where do you currently live?  
Being an Army brat, I was born near 
Bremerhaven, Germany.  (My dad actually 
delivered me on the autobahn on the way to 
the hospital.) I live in Fort Wayne, IN, as 
much of my family is from here. After leaving 
the military, we moved back home (Ft. 
Wayne) right before I turned six years old. I’ve 
been here ever since. 
 
2.  How did you originally become 
interested in 300Ms? 
I have always thought neat things about them. 
Before owning my car I had never really given 
a great deal of thought into owning one. Mine 
just kind of ended up in my lap. Fell in love 
with the car since then. 
 
3.  How long have you had your 300M?  
Are you an original owner? 
I’ve owned my car for just over 2 years now. I 
am not the original owner.  I believe I may be 
the 3rd owner but am not completely sure on 
that. 

4.  What is the favorite 300M mod you have 
done to your car? 
Hands down, Special Headlights, because the 
light and clarity is top notch. I can’t believe I 
had them sitting on a shelf for so long. If 
anyone is considering the swap, DO IT!!! 
 
5.  What is your favorite mod you haven’t 
done to your car? 
Suspension (lowering the M). I would really 
like to do some top notch suspension work to 
my car. Definitely want to lower it on some 
H&R springs, and special sway bars, maybe 
some more goodies. 
 
6.  Tell us a little bit about your personal 
life.  (Family, work, hobbies, etc.) 
Well, I am 31 years old, married (it was 6 
years on June 26th), and have two amazing 
little ones, Mikayla Julianne who is 3 ½ and 
Broghan Alan Vernon who is 9 months old. 
My little family is why I get up every day. I 
work for a Medical Wire company called Fort 
Wayne Metals. I have been working there for 
a little under 7 years now. Right now, the 

Member Q&A 
Robert Waikel (sparky99) , Member #2275 



main product I manufacture is the wire that 
will go into Pacemaker leads. It is a very 
neat process but can be a very strenuous 
process as well. I would say that my biggest 
hobby is the fact that I am a HUGE 
gearhead! I blame my dad (who will be at 
Carlisle, too). He started me very early in life 
wrenching with him, working on brakes, 
engines and whatever needed done to the 
family cars. 
 
7.  Who is the first club member you ever 
met in person and what were the 
circumstances? 
First time I had met a club member was at 
the last Indy meet in 2014. My dad and I 
pulled in and parked, and right away I 
remember Cory, Bob, and Big Mike came 
over and introduced themselves to me.  The 
first thing I heard was that there had not 
been a Green 300M at a meet in something 
like 7 or 8 years. I was told to not change 
color on my car. I was very excited to meet 
some great guys, and have them say good 
things about my car. That was also the 1st 
time I had purchased anything from a club 
member.  I purchased an Amp (688AC) from 
Craig and a bored throttle body from Justin 
Hopkins. All I remember is that I had a blast. 
 
8.  What is your favorite memory of 
meeting club members? 
Overall, the Indy Meet (2014) as that is the 
only meet I’ve been to. 
 
9.  What is your favorite sport/sport team 
and why? 
Honestly, I really don’t follow any sports too 
closely anymore. I have not really had much 
time to do so. I enjoy all kinds of auto racing 
though. I used to be a huge NASCAR fan 
until it got to be too “made for TV”. I think it 
has been over glorified and it’s just not as 
fun as it used to be. I would say my 2 
favorite drivers have long passed away. The 
late Davey Allison was my favorite, then 

after passing, I took a liking to Dale 
Earnhardt. I enjoyed his very aggressive 
driving style.  
 
10.  What is the craziest (legal) thing 
you’ve done in your 300M? 
Honestly, I don’t really do crazy things in the 
300M. It’s my daily driver, and family hauler. 
I have my Jeep to beat the pants off of. I 
guess I could say that if anything, I have a 
really hard time going the speed limit as I 
love speed and the M just handles too darn 
good not to go fast in. I got pulled over the 
morning of St. Patrick’s day going 69 in a 55 
mph zone. Luckily I did not receive a ticket 
that day.  
 
11.  Other than the 300M (of course) if 
you could have any car, what would it 
be? 
Well, some have seen my Jeep online. I 
enjoy it very much, but my dream car is a 
1958 Chevrolet Impala. Dual antennas, 
continental kit, Deep Blue! 
 
12.  What car did you trade in for the 
300M (or drive if there was no trade-in)? 
I actually kind of “traded” in my old car. I was 
working on the M for a coworker, it was his 
daughter’s car. After learning what was 
wrong with the M, she went and bought a 
new car. Her dad was going to sell the M. At 
the time I was driving a 97 Mercury Tracer 
(horrible, I know). Fell in love with the M, got 
the M running and sold my Tracer and 
bought the 300M. 
 
13.  Do you do anything special to 
maintain your car over and above the 
usual?  (Special wax?  Special gas?) 
To be honest, I don’t do anything special to 
maintain the car. I try to keep it in good 
shape, changing the fluids as needed (using 
BG fluids), washing it regularly, and keeping 
the interior in clean shape. My wife thinks 
I’m picky but I like a clean ride.  
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Do you have a question about 

the Ride Of The Month Program? 
Contact:  MGendron@300mclub.org 

 

Do you have a question about 
Club Merchandise? 

Contact:  treasurer@300mclub.org 
 

Do you have a question about 
your membership? 

Contact:  secretary@300mclub.org 

 
Do you have questions or comments 

about this newsletter? 
Contact:  newsletter@300mclub.org 

  

 

CLUB MERCHANDISE AVAILABLE 
 

We have an incredible amount of club branded 
merchandise available for sale to our 
members.  Everything from shirts and 
glassware to baby clothes and iPhone covers, 
all at very reasonable prices. 

 

Check it out at: 

store.300mclub.org 

 

BUY/SELL/TRADE 
 

Our forum has an extensive buy/sell/trade 
section.  Many great deals are available for 
just about anything to do with your 300M.    
(And many other items as well).  
 
Check it out at: 
BST.300mclub.org 
 
 

DETAILED CLUB INFORMATION 
 

Minutes from previous Board of Directors 
meetings as well as many other documents 
pertaining to the club are available to 
members. 
 
Check it out at: 
docs.300mclub.org 
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